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CITY OF SUTHERLIN 
PARKS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

CIVIC AUDITORIUM – 7PM 
THURSDAY, JULY 21, 2022 

MINUTES 
 

Committee Members: Larry Whitaker, Lynda Whitaker, Craig Hoobler, Crystal Cunningham, Sylvia 
Monas (via ZOOM) 
 
Excused: Adam Sarnoski 
 
Absent: Tabbitha Layman  

City Staff:  Brian Elliott, Community Development Director and Kristi Gilbert, Community 
Development Supervisor. 

Guest(s): None  

Introduction 
of Media:     None 

Audience:             

Chair Whitaker called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
 
MOTION made by Lynda Whitaker to approve the minutes of the June 8, 2022 meeting; second 
made by Craig Hoobler.        
Opposed:   None 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Sutherlin Recreation Park Conceptual Plan Review and Schedule 
 
Krystal Reed, 303 Spence Ave, Sutherlin, attended the open house and felt the suggestion of a 
community swimming pool was not well received.  In follow up to the open house, Ms. Reed started a 
petition for a swimming pool.  Brian Elliott, Community Development Director, invited her to the Parks 
Committee meeting to make a presentation to the committee regarding the swimming pool.  Ms. Reed 
stated that she received over 300 signatures in favor of a pool.  She noted it would create jobs, allow 
swim teams and give teens/kids something to do.  She prepared presentation boards demonstrating 
her findings.  Ms. Reed expressed how a community swimming pool would bring unity amongst kids 
and elderly in the community, as well as providing the elderly an opportunity to enjoy water aerobics.  
She then provided the committee additional points such as health benefits, better blood pressure, 
helps sleep, stress etc.  She concluded her presentation by stating that she wanted the possibility of a 
pool to be revisited and considered for Sutherlin. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding nearby community pools, such as the one in Myrtle Creek and Drain 
and how they are staffed, maintained, and funded.  Discussions continued regarding the initial costs 
to construct a pool and the need for a city bond in order to sustain the costs of a pool.  It was also 
noted that a bond would have to be put on the ballot, which would have to be voted on by the people. 
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Larry Whitaker expressed appreciation for Krystal’s enthusiasm.  He indicated that he had researched 
and found a city in Nebraska with a population around 6,000 that has pool expenses about $125,000 
per year and each year end with a deficit of $65,000 per year.  Initial costs of an indoor pool was 
approximately $4.5 million and an industrial building would cost approximately $300/sq foot.  One 
building would be at least $1.5 million.  Bond measures would be required to sustain the pool.  A 
bond would need to be passed by the citizens.   
 
Tennis/Pickleball Court Improvements 
 
Chair Whitaker introduced Andrew Humphreys. 
 
Andrew Humphreys, 1219 Blossom Court, Sutherlin, stepped forward and provided information on 
pickleball.  He stated he grew up playing tennis and was later introduced to pickleball.  Mr. 
Humphreys coaches both tennis and pickleball.  He has spent a lot of time on pickleball and tennis 
courts.  A lot of the rules and playing levels are geared towards all ages.  LCC will be building a 
pickleball facility with 14 indoor and 10 outdoor covered courts.  Mr. Humphreys noted one concern, 
which is that pickleball is a little louder than tennis (partly because it’s so much fun).  There is local 
interest and it’s a sport the community would embrace.  He recommended building a pavilion over the 
courts so it can be enjoyed year around.  One tennis court fits four pickleball courts.   
 
Discussion ensued regarding resurfacing the existing tennis courts or reconstructing them into 
pickleball.  Mr. Humphreys noted that pickleball is exploding and tennis is not. 
 
Community Development Director Brian Elliott, stated that Music Off Central has been a huge 
success; however, has had some parking challenges.  He asked the question whether 40 parking 
spaces for the layout of the Recreation Park would be enough. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding creating a scope of work for a masterplan for the Recreation Park 
Concept.  Mr. Elliott noted that once the grants for Ford’s Pond were closed, the city could apply for a 
grant for this masterplan to include public outreach.   
 
The committee suggested staff put together a scope of work for committee to review and consider. 
 
MOTION made by Crystal Cunningham to have staff move forward with creating a scope of work for 
the Committee to review and make a recommendation moving forward; second made by Lynda 
Whitaker.        
Opposed:   None 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Central Park Multi-Use Staging Area Completion 
 
Community Development Director Brian Elliott met with insurance agents regarding the staging area.  
They would like a fence installed.  It was also suggested by the insurance company to cover the four 
anchor points of the stage cover.  Mr. Elliott noted the railing would be installed within two to three 
weeks.   
 
Mr. Elliott noted that the oak tree at Central Park needs attention.  The city is bringing in an arborist to 
evaluate the tree.   
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Public Comment(s) –  
 
John McMannis, 854 W. Sixth Ave, Sutherlin, stepped forward and asked for help with Hartley 
Park.  He indicated that there are four primary issues at the park; 1) Having two entrances at the 
park, enable people to speed in and out through the gravel parking lot, 2) the skatepark is constantly 
vandalized with troublesome kids hanging out, 3) there is a lack of signage for when the park closes 
and 4) loose dogs running around since they do not know where the dog park is located.  Mr. 
McMannis stated that Hartley Park is not the dog park and there need to be signs directing those 
people to the dog park.  His parents live directly across from the park and request the city do 
something about the parking lot.  The dust is terrible and when people speed through the parking lot, 
gravel sprays at people in the park.  He also requests a police presence at the park.  
 
Volunteers from neighborhood attempt to keep the park clean, but attention is needed to the area. 
 
Chair Whitaker stated that he concurs and that a lot of attention is needed to area. 
 
Community Development Director Brian Elliott stated that the city will be applying dust control to the 
gravel lot and that he has been working with the police chief to get cameras on north side of Sixth 
Ave.   
 
Committee Comment(s)  
 
Community Development Director Brian Elliott was approached by an individual who has purchased a 
bench at Ford’s Pond and now wants to plant roses at the bench.  He noted that allowing this could 
open the door to more requests, so staff needed the committee’s direction.   
 
Chair Whitaker stated that the roses would have to be native and would require a lot of water, noting 
they would not survive with no one taking care of them.    
 
Crystal Cunningham stated that she felt it would set a precedent and did not feel it should be allowed.  
Craig Hoobler agrees along with other committee members.  It was the consensus of the Committee 
not to allow the planting of roses.   
   
Adjournment:  With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:18 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
    

Kristi Gilbert      Adam Sarnoski      
______________________________                  _____________________________ 
Kristi Gilbert                                              Adam Sarnoski 
Community Development Supervisor    Vice Chair / Secretary 
 

                      19th  September     

APPROVED BY COMMITTEE ON THIS _____ DAY OF _________________, 2022 

 


